YPCC Junior Cricket Team Allocation and
Management Policy 2026/27_FINAL

Junior cricket YPCC will be safe, enjoyable, inclusive and maximise individual
participation. Our club acknowledges that positive experiences in junior participation
and competition will contribute to children developing lifelong friendships, skills and
love of cricket.

The Junior Team Allocation Committee will prioritise the interests of the club and teams
over individual interests.

For YPCC's Junior Programs to be successful and enjoyable we need parents and
guardians to be a positive force for good at training and on match day. Without parents
and guardians participating there will be no team for your child to play in. Getting
involved is fun, you'll make new friends and you'll make an important contribution to
enriching the lives of your child and others.

Playing at YPCC is a privilege not a right. We do not tolerate behaviour from parents that
place unreasonable and belligerent demands on our volunteers. All club members are
required to adhere to the Clubs Code of Conduct.

How Junior Teams Are Allocated
How decisions are made

e VYPCC's Junior Team Allocation Committee is the authority that determines team
selection. It comprises: Junior Programs Coordinator, Junior Secretary and Club
President. The Junior Team Allocation Committee collaborates with Age Level
Coordinators to make its final allocations.

e The Junior Team Allocation Committee has the care of all players at heart. However,
the aspirations of individual players or parents may not always coincide with the
needs of the club or team. While YPCC will do our best to meet the aspirations of
parents, YPCC will put the interests of the club first in its decision making.

e The focus of junior cricket at YPCC is maximising participation and player enjoyment.
e If a parent or guardian has any concerns regarding team allocations, match day

management or any other matter, they should contact the Junior Programs
Coordinator at: juniors@ypcc.org.au or the Club President at: president@ypcc.org.au



https://ypcc.org.au/about-ypcc/policies/code-of-conduct/
mailto:juniors@ypcc.org.au
mailto:president@ypcc.org.au

Registration Schedule

Pay less and register
between 01 July - 31
August

Register from 1
September

Register after 27
September Registrations

e Pay $220 (U10s) - $265
U12+ boys/mixed

e Parents/Players can
nominate who they'd
like to play in a team
and this will be
considered by the YPCC
Team Allocation
Committee.

e YPCC does not
guarantee that players
will be placed in teams
with all their friends.

e Families in financial
hardship can apply for
club support
juniors@ypcc.org.au

e Pay $245 (U10s) - $290
U12+ boys/mixed

e Parents/Players can
nominate who they'd
like to play in a team
and this will be
considered by the YPCC
Team Allocation
Committee.

e YPCC does not
guarantee that players
will be placed in teams
with all their friends.

e Familiesin financial
hardship can apply for
club support
juniors@ypcc.org.au

e Registrations will only
be accepted if there are
vacancies in teams (see
table 1 for max and min
team numbers).

e Teams will already have
been set and YPCC has
fewer opportunities to
adjust team
membership in this
period.

e There will be fewer
opportunities to place
players with friends.

e YPCC's priority will be to
place players in teams
with vacant places.

e Familiesin financial
hardship can apply for
club support
juniors@ypcc.org.au

Playing with children the same age

e Players will be allocated into teams matching their age eligibility. Eligibility to play in
an under age grade is determined by the players age prior to the 1st September in
the current season. However, there are some circumstances where a player may be
granted dispensation from the Association to play out of age (for example, a girl aged
12 before the 1 September may be allowed to play in a boys/mixed U12 team).

e Players will only be allowed to play above their age group at the discretion of the
Junior Allocation Committee based on the following criteria:
- The team the player wants to move from will not be disadvantaged.
- No other players are disadvantaged (eg no in-age players are displaced, team
numbers do not exceed maximum as defined below).



- The player has the skill and confidence to play safely and succeed in an out of
age team.

- The player's development and enjoyment of the game will benefit from
playing out of age.

Playing with friends, making new friends

e YPCC will aim to allocate a player into a team where they have existing friends - but
in many cases this won't be possible.

e Being introduced to a new team presents opportunities for players to make
new friends, leading to a positive cricket experience.

e Siblings born in consecutive years can play in the same age group team.
Inclusive cricket for all

e YPCC may field teams made up of players with different genders (eg girls and
non-binary players can play in mixed teams within the predominantly boys
competition).

e |If players have specific needs parents should ensure they communicate these needs
to the Junior Programs Coordinator. Usually there can be a solution found by talking
an issue through together.

Maximum and minimum team numbers

e Having too many players in a team reduces opportunities for all players to
participate. Having too few players makes teams unviable. Inevitably there will be
players who are unavailable from week to week, so having a slightly higher number
of players above the maximum allowed on the field is preferable.

Team Team is full when YPCC Minimum | Maximum number
the maximum Number of of players allowed
number of registered players on the field
registered players to field a team

U10 Girls 8 6 6
U10 Mixed N 7 9
U12 Mixed 13 7 N
U12 Girls 9 6 7
U14 Mixed 13 10 N




U14 Girls 11 7 9

Ul6 Mixed 13 10 n

Ule Girls 1 6 9

Table 1: Maximum and minimum player number per team

Playing in More than One Team

e Ulb, 14 & 12 girls and mixed team players are able to play in both Friday and Saturday
teams. Parents/carers must nominate their child’s primary team to the Junior Cricket
Coordinator if they want to be available for selection in both Friday and Saturday
teams.

e Our priority is to give all players at least one game each week in their primary team.
Players will only be permitted to play in both their primary and secondary teams if
there is a player shortfall in their secondary team.

Selection in Representative Teams

North West Metropolitan Cricket Association (NWMCA) teams
YPCC juniors may be given the opportunity to represent the NWMCA during the
Victorian Metropolitan Cricket Union (VMCU) Junior Representative Cricket Carnival
held during the first two weeks of January each year. In 2026, the NWMCA
implemented a new, three-step approach to selection trials.
1. NWMCA players from the previous carnival are invited to trial
2. The NWMCA reviews the previous season'’s statistics and invites players to trial
3. The NWMCA invites clubs to nominate players to trial.

To nominate players to trial, the YPCC Junior Team Allocation Committee reviews player

statistics from the previous season and consults with the age-group coordinators,
coaches and team managers to short-list nominees.

How Teams are Managed

Team Managers and Match Day Support

e Parents of junior players are required to act as Team Managers. YPCC will not field a

team unless a parent has nominated for the Team Manager role.

e All parents are expected to contribute to doing match day tasks of umpiring, scoring,
and setting up and down, as allocated by the team manager each week.

e YPCC will support parents to participate in managing teams.






